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The brass
panels'
patination
Is never
ide ntical
but together
they create
a uniform
impression.

As well as its aes thetic
me rits , th e brass is robu st an d
should age we ll, which wa s
another priority for th e clien t.

"The Goldsmit hs' Com pany
is ve ry aware of its histo ry,
They want something tha t's
soli d and will still look good in
50 years' time ," says Lya ll.

SUPPLIERS Yorkstone JohnsonsWellfieldQuarries.York stone installer
Szerelmey. Brass cladding installe r Oskomera Facades.Panel fabr icator
CGMinScotland.Panel patinator Capisco,Windows SchOco/Oskomera

on th e entra nce facade of
Britton Street. The same bras s
is used to clad s liding secu rity
doors on Albion Place which
open to admit delivery
vehicles. Adjac ent to these
doors is a per forated brass
screen t hat s hields an
electricity substat ion,

to tal a ppro ximately 800sq m.
No two pan els patinate
identica lly. but toqether t hey
give a hDmogeneo us effe ct.

"We went to great pains to
ge t the right colour and
te xture," says J ohn Lyall .

The treated panels were
then waxed , by hand, befo re
being ins ta lled on th e building
by Oskom era Facades , which
detailed t he cl adding an d
window system. Each pan el
was hODked onto a ra il system
mounted on t he blockwork
an d screwe d into pla ce. The
pa ne lling at t he en tran ce
incorporates a hidden fire exit
doo r.

Oskom era also detailed the
bras s windDWcappings that
slot onto the Sch Oco window
s ystem a nd the brass canopy

PATINATEDBRASS CLADDING

Having quic kly esta blis hed
th at s olid bronze cladding
would be prohlbltively
expen sive , the architect
settle d ins tead on brass
sheeting. tr eated by ha nd to
give a deep , mottled
pati nat ion.

German firm KMEs upplied
rolls of brass which we re cut
and pressed into pan els by
CGLof GlasgDw, and then sent
to s pecia lis t pat inator Cap is co
in east Londo n's Leyton.
The a rch itect chose th e effect
it wanted from s ample s
produced by Cap isco , which is
us ing hot and cold patination
to create t he des ired mottled
finis h.

Panels measure 750mm
high and vary in le ngth from
300m to almost 3m . They

scutnelevation
sectionshDwing
use of materials
1 Natural York stone

facing
2 Pre-patinated

brass cladding
3 Composite window

in projecting
pre-patinated
brass surround

4 Pre-pat inated
brass coping

5 Pre-patlnated
brass clad entrance
canopy

8 Pre-patinated
brass clad sliding door

7 Clear glazing
8 Clear glass balustrade

of fourt h-floo r pavilion
9 SoUd timber doors
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Thebrass cladding ofJohn Lyall Architects'
studios for the Goldsmiths Company in Clerkenwell
gives ahint towards theworkgoing on inside

GoLdsmiths'
studios opt for
precious metaL

m
ENVELOPE: GOLDSMITHS'CENTRE

Build for the world we live in

Knauf Facades offer complete 'through the
wall' infill solutions for framed buildings.
From internal drylining through to external
envelope finish, our systems provide a fully­
warranted solution for structural, thermal,
acoustic and fire performance needs.

Our warm frame and innovative cold frame
systems offer peace of mind for residential
and commercial projects, the perfect canvas
for inspirational architectural design.

Available no w : ca ll 08 700 6 13 700 for furt her info rma tio n

www.kna uf-faca d e s .co.uk info @kna uf·fa ca d es .co .uk

One source, one warranty,
the right solution
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11 Oakroof decking
12 Rigid insulation
13 York stone

cladding with
secret 55 fixing lug

14 Reinforced
concrete frame

15 Patinated brass
weathering

18 Patlnated brass
window capping

17 s ceocc double­
glazed window
system

18 MDF sill painted
19 Patinated

brass soffit
20 York stone
21 140mm btockwork
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1 Single-ply
membrane roof

2 Patinated brass
edging-stri p

3 Patinated brass
weathering and
fascia

4 Cladding rail
S Plywood

sub-frame
6 Steel primary

structure
7 Timber roof

structure
8 scnccc curta in

wall ing
9 Stainless-steel

balustrade
10 Patinated brass

coping
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A wa ll of brass greets vis itors a t the new ent ranc e to Britton Street.
The Albion Place etevation is c lad in mainly York stone.

Detail sectionthrDugh
fourth floor pavllien of
AlbiDnPlace elevatiDn

building shouldn't ape th e original
school by usin g a sim ilar bri ck
stock. Elsewhe re, it is clad in York
sto ne wi th a sligh t lin e of russet
fro m the Cros land Hill Q ua rry
near Huddersfield.

"We wanted it soft eno ugh in
line and colour to wo rk with th e
London stock bri ck an d the pat i­
nated meta l. Hopefu lly, non e of
the mat eri a ls wi ll overta ke the
building... We're trying to achieve
a balance ,"says Lyall.

Acousti c issues
T he building occup ies th e rectan­
gu la r site of a now-demo lished
t960 s extension to th e schoo l and
is constructed with a heavyweight
concrete frame and blockwork
walls,Th e 7Smm-thick York sto ne
is used in varyi ng block sizes to
acco mmodate th e windows, with
vertical movementjoints at abo ut
every 15m and at every floor level
horizon tally. T he stone, installed
by Szerelmey, is backfixed by
brackets to the conc ret e/block­
work. Insulation is fixed between
th e cladding rails, prior to fixing
th e stone or th e brass.

T he arc hitect ha d to moderate
its des ire for a naturally ventilated
bu ildi ng because of acoustic
issues. Instead, it is usin g sea led
Schiico window units which proj­
ect 200mm in a regu lar rhyth m
from th e stone-clad elevation and
a re capped in brass, treate d to
match the cladding's pati nation.

T he composition of the eleva­
tion was influenced byover- look­
ing issues, particularlyconcern ing
th e formerStreet-Porter residence
opposite . T he solution was to use
horizon ta l bands of etched glass
with clear glass above, to minimise
visual intrus ion but maintain light
into the new studios.The depth of
etchi ng varies from 300-900mm
depend ing on proximity to th e
comer house oppos ite.

At th e existing school building
a series of original arch es th at had
been bri cked up have bee n rein­
stated with opening glazed doors
along the Eagle Cou rt elevation.
T hese form the elevat ion to th e
cafe and op en onto a new land­
scaped terrace to th e righ t of the
main entrance.

T he original bu ildi ng's gener­
ous 4.Sm floor-to-ceiling heights
should suit the new use well - the
high -silled windows give useful
indirect light for the goldsmith s as
they work. Secondary glazing has
been introduced in noisy work­
shop a reas and th e floors rein ­
forced to cope with machinery.

The Goldsmi th s' Centre is due
to comp lete thi s autumn.

apprentice silversmi ths, plus a
public gal lery and cafe.

T he site , opposite CZWG's
famou s hou se for Janet Street­
Port er on the comer of Britton
Street, incorporates a grade II
listed form er schoo l that was once
a tra ining centre for Sm ith field
butchers and more recently prern­
ises for the London College of
Fashion. Appropriately for the liv­
ery com pany, th e location is close
to Hatton Garde n , heart of th e
capital 's jewellery tra de.

Form er school
The3,400sq m proj ect refurbishes
th e form er schoo l for its new edu­
cati on use and links it with a
glazedatrium to a new build along
th e Albion Place edge of th e site.
This co nta ins a grou nd- floor
gallery, th ree levels of studios, and
a curtain -walled pavilion on the
fourth floor for private functions,
topped with a green roof.

The main entrance is cha rac­
terised by a full-height wall of
brass cladding . The use ofbrass
took a little persuas ion - initially
the clientwas keener on brick, but
Lyall was adamant that the new

An atrium links the buildings .

W
hen J ohn Lyall
Arch itects was com­
missioned to design
a teachi ng and stu­
d io faci lity for th e

Goldsmi ths' Company, the idea of
us ing meta llic cladding was tOD
good to miss. Eight hu ndred
squa re metres oftreated brass are
currently being installed along
with York stone in a£IO.8 mill ion
project th at is part-refu rbis hment
and part -n ew build in London's
Clerkenwel l.

" It was im portan t th at a com­
pan y like the Goldsmiths, who
have been goi ng for hundr ed s of
years, was exp loiting the bu ilding
by having so meth ing meta llic or
crafted on th e exte rio r,"says John
Lyall. "T hey app roach it almost
like a pi ece of jewellery wi th a
meticulous obsessio n with deta il."

T he Goldsmiths' Centre wi ll
co mbine postgradua te tra ining
with 24 start-up stud ios for young
golds miths, cra ft skills for p re-
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The tita nium dioxide coating on Ecol ogic t iles is a Marley Eterni t innovation
tha t soaks up nit rog en oxide (NOx) pollutants, th e nasty stuff that agg ravates
respiratory prob lems like asthma .

One average roof removes as much NOx f rom the air in its
lifetime as a car pro duces in 100.000 miles. And. even better,
it convert s it into a solution tha t act s as a plan t fe rt iliser.
It 's also made from over 50% recycled mater ials and can
achieve an A+ rat ing in th e Green Guide. Pretty amazing
fo r a tile made fro m concret e.

Specifiers int erested in Ecol ogic and other great ideas shou ld
go to ma rley etemit.co.uk/eco logic1 or call 01283 722588
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